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the Voluntary Building Assessment Scheme (VBAS) from July
2012. As at February 2019, a total of 49 buildings were
successfully certified under the VBAS. Building assessment for
some other participating buildings are also nearly completed.
We expect more buildings would obtain certification in 2019.

Public awareness of the VBAS has been increasing when more
buildings have been accredited under the VBAS. So far, we
have received over 1,700 enquiries about VBAS and a total of
270 buildings have already joined or committed to join the
scheme. In addition, a pool of around 300 building
professionals are on the VBAS Assessors List who are ready to
provide professional services in building assessment.

Apart from developing a quality building and management
system with the support from related government departments
and professional institutes for building owners and managers to
follow, we have gained actual experiences over the years in
going through the building assessment process with the VBAS
Assessors and building managers. The Panel Secretariat is
getting to know the common difficulties and problems they are
facing in carrying out the prescribed building inspections and
repairs. We continue to review and refine the assessment
requirements to suit the practical circumstances but not have
the standard of building management & maintenance lowered.
For example, the Hong Kong Quality Building Assessment
Panel in 2017/18 resolved to relax the assessment
requirements by excluding the “Absence or compliance of Fire
Safety Directions issued by government”, which is of
improvement nature, as a pre-requisite for VBAS certification.

On the other hand, through our examination process after the
building assessment and before award of certificates, we have
been always able to identify areas for improvements and
commendations in building management & maintenance
aspects. Comments would be made to the building owners /
managers with an aim to encourage to maintain or upgrade the
management standard of the buildings.

With government’s mandatory measures and our voluntary
scheme in place for building care, we shall find our community
healthier and safer to live in. Lastly, taking this opportunity, we
wish you all a prosperous year to come!



